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Marshal’s Minute-Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 

Many will be decking the halls to celebrate this holiday 
season. According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) more than two of every five home 
decoration fires occur due to decorations being placed 
too close to a heat source. The NFPA also reports that 
between 2016-2020, US fire departments responded to 
an average of 160 home fires that started with Christmas 
trees per year. US fire departments responded to an 
estimated average of 790 home structure fires per year 
that began with decorations, excluding Christmas trees. 

Year round, more than one-third (35 percent) of home decoration fires were started by candles. 
This jumped to almost half in December when candles started 45 percent of such fires. Cooking 
started one-fifth (19%) of decoration fires. Before you head to bed or out for the evening, 
extinguish all lit candles. If your holiday plans do include candles, consider using battery 
powered candles instead.  

Here are some tips to keep in mind to stay fire safe when decking the halls this holiday season.  

• Be careful with holiday decorations. Make sure decorations are either flame retardant 
or flame resistant.  

• Keep lit candles at least 12 inches away from decorations or anything that can catch fire.  
• Keep children and pets away from lit candles. 
• Extinguish all lit candles before going to bed or leaving the house. 
• Check to make sure your lights are rated for indoor or outdoor use or both.  
• Replace any light strands that have worn or broken cords. Make sure to read the 

recommendation for number of light strings you can string together.  
• Turn off all light strings and decorations before leaving home or going to bed. 
• If you have a real Christmas tree, make sure to check water levels daily! It is not unusual 

for a tree to drink two gallons of water the first day it is in the stand.  
• Keep real Christmas trees away from a heat source. It can dry out the tree quickly.  
 
After a busy cooking day on Thanksgiving, before firing the oven back up preparing the next 
holiday meal, make sure to clean it! In case of an oven fire, turn off the oven and keep the door 
closed until it is cool. Clean cook tops as left-over grease can catch fire. Thanksgiving is the peak 
day for home cooking fires, but Christmas and Christmas Eve follow closely behind.  

If you are planning to host family and friends during the holidays, make sure they are aware of 
your fire escape plan. Show them where all the exits are in your home and make sure they are 
aware of a meeting spot location in case of fire. I want to wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday season! 
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from?  I grew up in River Grove, IL.   

Tell us about your family? Kids, Significant other. Married to Tiffany and I have 5 children, 
Trinity (16), Savannah (15), Olivia (8), Noah (6) and Brielle (4).   

Favorite food(s)? Pizza, Lobster, Crab Legs 

Hobbies? Flying drones and teaching courses related to tactical medicine. 

What’s your favorite movie? Blackhawk Down 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Country 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? Firefighter or Police Officer 

What’s your favorite part of the job? Working side by side with some of the most talented 
professionals in the field.   

What’s something unique about you? 4 of my 5 kids all play ice hockey and Savannah is one of 
the top goalies for her age in the Midwest.  She currently plays for the Dallas Elite Stars in 
Dallas, TX which has us traveling a lot on the weekends. Trinity plays for her high school team 
and Olivia plays for her DuPage Black Bears travel team. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? South Carolina on the beach 

Where is your bucket list destination?  Iceland 
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Veteran’s Day- OSFM Veterans 
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Keep The Wreath Red Campaign 

 

  

The OSFM will once again be hosting the Keep the Wreath Red Campaign at our offices in 
Springfield and Chicago, along with the Quinn Fire Academy in Chicago and the Illinois Fire 
Service Institute in Champaign. This campaign raises awareness about the importance of fire 
safety during the holiday season (December 1st through January 2nd). Unfortunately, last year 
16 lives were lost in fire related incidents during the holiday season in Illinois.  

Keep the wreath red campaign began in 1954 in Naperville to raise awareness about holiday 
fire safety. White light bulbs will replace the red bulbs when a fire related death is reported in 
the state. 

Springfield Office Display 

555 Monroe Display (OSFM 
Chicago Office) 

IFSI Display 

Chicago Fire Academy 
Display 
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Salem Fire Protection District Chief Retirement 

 

  

Pictured Left to Right: Les Albert (OSFM), Salem Fire Protect District Ret. Chief Dave Duncan 
and Jeff Pride (OSFM).  

The OSFM congratulates Salem Fire Protection 
District Chief Dave Duncan on his 48-year career 
in the fire service. Chief Duncan retired on 
November 8th from the district.  

Thank you Chief for your service and enjoy your 
retirement!  
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Chicago Cooking Safety Media Event 

 

  

The OSFM partnered with the Chicago Fire 
Department to raise awareness about cooking 
safety during the Thanksgiving holiday. A 
demonstration was conducted to show what 
happens when you overfill your turkey fryer 
with oil and drop in a frozen turkey.  

According to the U.S. Fire Administration 
(USFA), each year from 2017 to 2019, an 
estimated average of 2,300 residential building 
fires were reported to fire departments in the 
U.S. on Thanksgiving Day. These fires caused an 
estimated annual average of 5 deaths, 25 
injuries and $26 million in property loss. U.S. 
fire departments respond to an average of 
166,100 home fires per year involving cooking 
equipment. 

Chicago Fire Commissioner Annette Nance-
Holt and Acting Illinois State Fire Marshal 

Dale Simpson 
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State of Illinois CRR Conference 

 

  
The 2nd Annual State of Illinois 
Community Risk Reduction Conference 
was held on Saturday, November 5th at 
the Decatur Conference Center and 
Hotel. Acting State Fire Marshal Dale 
Simpson provided the opening remarks. 
The keynote speaker was Champaign 
Fire Chief Gary Ludwick who kicked off 
the conference with a very inspirational 
message.  

There was a great line up of speakers 
and participants were able to obtain 
some useful resources to take back to 
their communities and start to 
implement CRR.  

CRR is all about data and during the 
afternoon session, Karen Bush, Deputy 
Chief McHenry Township FPD did a 
presentation called Excel Made Easy: 
Steps To Simplify Your Incident Data. 
This showed everyone how to take their 
data and use pivot tables to break that 
data down and find ways to mitigate 
risks in their communities.  

State of Illinois CRR Taskforce Manager 
Marsha Geisler also introduced 
everyone to the new data dashboard 
that is available to all departments 
across the state free of charge. You can 
find this dashboard by visiting the State 
of Illinois CRR Taskforce website at 
illinoiscrr.com.  
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IFSA Smoke Alarm Factsheet 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  November 2022 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 10 
 

IFSA Smoke Alarm Factsheet 
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IFSI Minute 
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Christmas Tree Safety  
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Seguridad del arbol de Navidad 
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Winter Holiday Safety 
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Winter Holiday Safety 
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Seguridad en las fiestas de invierno 
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Candle Safety 
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Cooking Safety 
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OSFM’s SECA Cookoff Winners 

  

The OSFM kicked off our annual 
SECA campaign by hosting a soup 
and dessert cook off on 
November 3rd. Agency personnel 
donated and were allowed to 
vote for their favorite soup and 
dessert. 

 The two “Judges’ Choice” 
winners got to choose their 
favorite SECA charity and $200 
was donated to each one! 

Congratulations to the winners! 

 
Soup Cookoff Winners 

Judges Choice: Robin Sudduth (Vegetable Soup) 
People’s Choice: Katherine Nunes (Thai Coconut 

Soup) 

Dessert Cookoff Winners 
Judges Choice: Katherine Nunes (Fruit Bars) 

People’s Choice: Nicholas Barnard (Lemon Cake Pops) 
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Winter Weather Preparedness Week 

  Winter Weather Preparedness Week in Illinois was November 7-11 which highlights the 
importance for residents to prepare for the harsh winter weather. According to the National 
Weather Service, each winter season, nearly 29,000 vehicle crashes occur in Illinois, producing 
4,500 injuries and 80 fatalities.  

Illinois is a state of extremes with the coldest air temperature recorded in the state of -38 
degrees Fahrenheit on January 31, 2019, in Mt. Carroll in Carroll County. The greatest snowfall 
on record from a single storm was 27.9 inches measured near Waukegan in Lake County, from 
January 3-5, 2015. 

On average, Illinois experiences five severe winter storms each year. From November 2020 
through April 2021 there were eight (8) snow or ice storms that impacted Illinois. There has not 
been a winter in Illinois without at least one winter storm in the past century. 

Winter Weather preparedness tips can be found by visiting ready.illinois.gov or  
https://www.weather.gov/ilx/winter-prep.   

https://www2.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.weather.gov/ilx/winter-prep
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Winter Weather Preparedness Week 
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Crash Responders Safety Week 

  

Crash Responder Safety Week (CRSW) 
was Nov. 14-18, 2022. Sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal Highway 
Administration, this initiative is 
designed to raise public awareness 
and help keep roadway responders 
and the public safe around traffic 
incidents. 

Nearly every week, a first responder is 
killed while helping clear a roadway 
crash. Many more sustain life-altering 
injuries. First Responders work 
tirelessly to save lives at traffic 
incident scenes as safely and quickly 
as possible. But motorists need to do 
their part to protect responders by 
slowing down, moving over, and 
staying alert when approaching traffic 
incidents. 
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CPSC Recall List (Santa’s Naught List) 

  

“I always check my list twice, but I am getting older and sometimes forget a 
few things. Please check the Consumer Products Safety Commissions’ (CPSC) 
recall website for items that have landed on my “naughty list” this holiday 
season. My elves try to make sure that everything is working properly before 
it leaves the North Pole, but sometimes things break, or a part just isn’t 
made the way it used to be.”  

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls  

Happy Holidays!  

Santa 

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls
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E-Bike/E-Scooter Safety 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Greg Whalen, Arson’s Northern 
Area Commander conducted CPR 
and First Aid training for several 
members of OSFM’s Arson Division 
and a few other staff members on 
November 16th. OSFM staff that 
were unable to attend this training 
will be doing another CPR/First Aid 
training in early December.  
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


